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HISTORICAL NOTES

Beneath the very ordinary facade of the Benelong Nursing Home lie the remains of one of Ashfield’s most well known tumn-of-the-
century homes, "Gallop House", built in 1890 by the celebrated Chinese Mandarin, Quong Tart, who lived there with his Australian

wife and family until his untimely death in 1903. Mrs Tart continued to live on in "Gallop House" until her death in 191 6, after which it was
owned by her son-indaw John McEvoy, or his wife Ettie Tart, until the former's death in 1959, after which it became a private hospital and
later a nursing home. (See also inventory sheet for 30 King Strest).

INFORMATION SOURCES:
Written: Life ait (M. Quong Tart), 1811, "Study in Assimilaiion®, in Descent, 4:3, 1969.
Oral: N. Peek, historical searches.

Graphic: lllust, Syd. News. 22/4/1893; Australians At Home.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS:
Materials: Remnant of original building: Brick/stucco walls.

Exterior: Former asymmetrical front now symmetrical, with late brick wing making entire building asymmetrical again.
Interior: Not inspected.

Styles: Original building: Victorian ltalianate.

DESCRIPTION:

The right hand (western) portion of this building is the remnant of a narrow late Victorian Italianate two-storeyed house. This rectangular
building had a hipped roof with cast iron ridge cresting, and a squat tower with a pyramidal roof and cast iron finial. Virtually the only

evidence of the original style is the fragementary decoration of this tower motif, with its pilastrated Roman arch, modillioned entablatures,
foliated capitals and stucco paterae.

MODIFICATION:
The building is now so compromised by modifications that the significance resides in the site alone.
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